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Suddenly, beside me, the loon surfaced.
Never before had he come so close.

This book is dedicated to the “aha”
moment when the world suddenly shifts.
Eyes register; trust is absolute;
understanding flows.

Two of the many gifts that have graced
my life have been the joy of working with
young people from across Canada and the
joy of a pair of loons nesting on an old
swimming raft smack in front of our cabin
in a place called Go Home Bay.

This book celebrates these two worlds
and the shifts in perspectives and
understanding that occur when one is
offered the privilege of viewing life
unfolding from such a close and intimate
place. Moments and ideas, loons and
people, explore the patterns that connect
the disconnected: the pattern of a girl’s
shirt, the feathers on a loon’s back.

The foundation of our work and The
Students Commission is its four pillars,
embedded in all that it does: Respect,
Listen, Understand and Communicate.™

These four pillars are immensely simple,
and this book explores the immensity of
that simplicity.

– Stoney McCart
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